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- THOUGHTS 


CONCERNING THE 


F 


PRESENT' CRITICAL SETUATION 
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EUROPE. 


Tazrz perhaps never was a 
moment in which Britain might 
exert her influence over the affairs 
of the reſt of Europe with more 
advantage and glory to this coun- 
try than in the preſent juncture; 
and if neglected now, will pro- 
bably be irrecoverably loſt. It 
ſeems pretty evident, that France, 
which always has been, and pro- 


ES ] 


bably will ever continue to be, 


the natural and moſt formidable 
enemy of this country, will, when 
the rage of levelling is à little 
ſubſided, appear more flouriſhing . 
than ever, the government will 
be reſcued from its old principles 
of deſpotiſm and prodigality, and 
liberty brought within reaſonable 
bounds, will prove the ſource of 

curity; and toleration. The Fa- 
mily Compact, ſo advantageous to 
the houſe of Bourbon, will natu-- 


| foree;; and the other dominionsiof- 


ling their governments on the 
improved plan and liberal ſpirit 
a | - 1108 


the Baurbons; gradually modei- 


F 

of that of France, will preſent 
an aſſociation dangerous to the 
reſt of Europe, and in the firſt 
inſtance, probably ſubverſive, if 
not of the exiſtence, at leaſt of 
the proſperity and power of this 
country. The object of our po- 
litical efforts ought then to be, 
to ſet-on foot alliances, or rather 
a league, to counteract that formi= 
dable compact. It appears that 


Pruſſia and Sweden are by no 
means alone ſufficient, and that 
we will rather be involved in wars 
to aſſiſt them, than that they can 
be the means of ſupporting our 


greatneſs; it would therefore be 


expedient to make uſe of our pre. 
ſent conſequence in mediating a 


„ | 
peace ſo agreeable to Auſtria, 
Ruſſia, and Pruſſia, as not only 
to gain their united alliance, but 
to make them agree to ſome ceſ- 
ſions from other ſtates 1 in our fa- 
vour, as might tend greatly to in- 
creaſe our wealth, trade, and navi- 
gation, and give us a conſequence 
in the Mediterranean, that might 
n future prevent any poſſibility of 
the fleets of the houſe of Bour- 
bon being ever united againſt us. 


It ſeems eyident that it coin- 
cides more with the principles of 
religion, humanity, and juſtice, 
to diſmember the anarchical coun- 
try of Poland, which being elec- 
tive is no one's property, and to 


curtail 


T9 ] 
curtail the barbarous immenſity 
of Turkey, than to ſuffer | the 
preſent war to continue, and be- 
come more general, and innume- 
rable future ones to ariſe, which 
may be the means of ſending-mil- 
lions of unprepared ſouls into 
eternity, and of producing the 
greateſt calamities to the unfortu- 
nate widows and "—_ _ * 

* 2 an 


Ns Miniſter ah memory - 
(when his brother-in-law was 
uſing his utmoſt endeavours to 
never expected to have ſeen the 
firſt Miniſter of England acting 


| | 
| 
| 
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the part of a Spaniſh cuſtom» 


houſe officer ; what then muſt 
his feelings be, when looking 
down from the world above, he 
beholds his darling ſon, the rival, 
in ſome things the ſuperior, of 
his owt great endowments; when 
he: beholds that ſon, in other in- 
ſtances, the pride, the honour of 
his country, now metamorphoſed 
into the abettor.of the reſtleſs diſ- 
poſitionof Pruſſia? For your coun- 
try's ſake, Mr. Pitt for your own 
for the repoſe of the manes of an 
illuſtrious. parent, ſuffer yourſelf 
narrow-minded: policy, by the 
envy of a foreign potentate, who, 
Dünn by perſonal reſentment, 
NE miſtakes 


C 16 
miſtakes the intereſt of his king- 
dom, and ſacrifices the proſperity, 
of his dominions, and of his fa- 
mily, to the gratification of his 
ſelf-love, which was wounded, 
perhaps wantonly, and without 
doubt, impolitically,” during his 
viſit to a northern court. =Re- 
main no longer, Sir, the tool of 
a German Prince, but ſtand forth 
in the honourable, the dignified, 

the ſelf-approving capacity of the 
peacemaker, the mediator of Ku- 
rope, and the aggrandizer of the 
Britiſh empire. Unſheath not the 
ſword of deſtruction, nor order 
the murderous cannon. to roar 
from our floating batteries, but 
in the heavenly arts of paeiſic 
| 3 2 negocia- 


12 J 
negociation, ſecond the views of 
our pious and humane Sovereign, 
who feels that the firſt duty of a 
Chriſtian Prince is to œconomiſe 
the innocent blood of his fellow 
creatures, - and in a particular 


manner of thoſe whom providence 

has more eſpecially entruſted to 

his care, and who is aware of the 

ſerenity of the dying moments of 
thoſe fer monarchs; who can 
breathe their laſt, taking God to 
= witneſs, that the lives of men 

| were never facrificed to, their 
boundleſs ambition, to their in- 

ordinate luſt of power, nor to the 

miſtaken combination of il-jpudg- 


Commit not violence on the gen- 
een . - 'fle 


13 
tle nature of a Sovereign, | who 
knows he can only aſk of God, 
«© That mercy I to others ſhow, 
« that mercy ſhow/to me.” 


lf ſome active meaſure muſt be 
deviſed to ſettle the contending 
intereſts of the different- powers 
of Europe, adopt the moſt effte- 
tual, as well as the leaſt ob- 
noxious, prefer a peaceful parti- 
tion to a cruel war. By the firſt; 
all parties may gain; by the laſt, 
as generally happens after long 
and bloody wars, the belligerent 
powers, for want of the ſinews 
of war, are forced to put their 
ſwords in their ſcabbard, only 
waiting for a freſh opportunity to 
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aſſert their claims, or revenge 
their r 1 0 | 


ARR 7. 
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purpoſe of pacification, I would 
propoſe the following hafty ſketch 
of arrangement among the moſt, 
. conſiderable powers, to be mutu- 
ally guaranteed by them all, and. 
a perpetual congreſs to be held at 
Frankfort on the Main, (aſter- 

wards to be the ſeat of the Diet 
of the empire) for the purpoſe 
of ſettling the diſputes that might 


dt any future period ariſe among 


them, by - timieouſly explaining, 
and adjuſting the miſunderſtand- 
ing, before it could be kindled 
into the diſtructive flames of war, 
With 


K . „ os - 
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With this view, let us ſuppoſe 
Ruſſia to get from Poland the 
Palatinates of K iof and Bracklack, 


them for ſmall corners of thoſe of 
Minſk and Polock, to give a bet - 
ter boundary, and alſo to get the 
Dutchy of Courland—To acquire 
from Sweden the Dutchy of-Fin+ 
land, with that corner of Lapland 
to the eaſt of the river Kimi — 


"From Turkey that fmall province 
inhabited by the Tartars of Ocza- 


cow and Beſſarabia, and on tlie 
other ſide of the Black Sea, to 


acquire that diſtri& of Cirdaſſia 


to the ſouth of the river Cuban 


Georgia and Armenia and the = 


Dar- 


with liberty to exchange part of 
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Dagheſtan to be freed from the 
vaſſalage of Turkey; the naviga- 
tion of the Black Sea and Boſpho- 
rus to be open to all nations, and 
the Dardanelles, and forts on the 
canal of Conſtantinople to be 
deſtroyed; Ruſſia alſo to acquire 
ſome ſmall iſlands on the Archi- 
pelago, as a refuge for their ſhip- 


ping in winter, or in ſtorms. 
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Auſtria to acquire from the 
Turks that part of Wallachia to 
the eaſt of the river Sereth, with 
Widin, and that part of Bulgaria 
to the weſt of the river Ogeſt 
to get Servia;, Boſnia, | Turkiſh 
Croatia; and Dalmatia, with. that 
ſmall part of Albania to the north 
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of the Drina - to get the Venetian 
Dalmatia and Iſtria, in exchange 
for Mantua and the Cremoneze 

to get all the circle of Bavaria, 
including the biſhopricks, and 
thoſe of Trent, Brixen, and Augſ- 
burgh, with the different ſove- 
reign abbacies in Suabia, and the 
Principality of Mindelheim, and 
alſo the County of Glatz. But 
to give up the Netherlands, and 
to yield the remainder of the 
Dutchy of Milan to. the _ of 
Sardinia. gie 


Pruſſia to ac airs from Poland 
the Palatinate of Mazovia, Poliſh 
Sandomir and Cracow, with that 
part of Poland included between. 

1 and Pruſſia and as per- 
A” r haps 


3 


1 1 
haps alſo to add the Palatinates 
of — and er 


Sweden to get Salnnchyitin, the 
Palatinate of. Breſſici, and the 
country between them — Vohlnia, 
Chelm, and the Poliſh part of 
the Palatinate of Podolia, to be 
given to the Duke of Brunſwic— 
Moldayia, Wallachia to the eaſt 
of Sereth, with the iſlands in the 
mouth of the Danube, to be | 
erected into an independent Prin- 
cipality — Pruſſia to acquire in 
Germany the dominions of the 
Flector of Saxony, who will get 
the Auftrian Low Countries, 
which ought to be erected into an 
cledtorate and kingdom — or, 
i Pruſſia 
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Pruſſia to get Hanover, the Elec- 
tor of Hanover being indemnified 
by the Lo Countries. Pruſſia to 
exchange Mecklenburgh Shewrin 
with Anſpatch and Bareith, and 


Strelitz to be indemnified by ſome - 


of the eccleſiaſtical Principalities; 
and ui to get in place of the 
county of Glatz, Swediſh Pome-+ 


rania and Oldenburgh'; the Duke 


of Oldenburgh getting the Bi- 


ſhoprick of Munſter or of Liege, 


and Lubec to be ceded to Den- 
mark — the Elector of Bavaria 
either to get the Biſhopricks of 
Wartzburgh, Bamburg, Spire, 
Fuld, and Worms, or to get the 


Low Countries — the King of 
Great: Nin to add t to his Elec- 


© 2 <= torate 
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torate of Hanover the Dutchy of 
Brunſwic, and the Biſhopricks of 
Hildeſheim, Paderborn and Oſna- 
burgh — and to acquire as an 
addition to Britain, Tangiers, the 
iſlands of Candia and Rhodes, 
with the port and territory of 

| Smyrna; and perhaps the Morea, 
and the iſland of Cyprus. The 
Archduke Ferdinand to get Fer- 
rara along with the ſucceſſion of 
| Modena. Perhaps it might be 
better to give to Denmark that 
part of gweden to the weſt of the 
river Kymi, and to erect into a 
kingdom for the King of Sweden 
all that part of Poland which re- 
mains, after what was propoſed 
to be given off to Ruſſia and 
* 1 | Pruſſia, 


* * 


1 

Pruſſia, and to add to the King 
of Sweden's ſhare, that ſmall diſ- 
tri of Pruſſia to the eaſt of the 
river Ruſſe, in place of which, 
the King of Pruſſia might get the 
Biſhopric of Lubec. Or to give 
the above- mentioned part of Po- 
land to the King of Denmark, 
and to give the King of Sweden, 
in place of Finland, &c., all the 
Daniſh dominions except Hol- 
ſtein, to be given either to the 
King of Pruſſia, or the Elector 
of Hanover; and to give to the 
Duke of Brunſwick Moldavia 
and part of Walachia——or, ſup- 
poſe Holſtein to be given to 
Sweden, and Iceland to Britain — 
or, the King of Pruſſia might 

1 9 get 
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get all Poland, except what was 
to be given to Ruſſia, alſo the 
north part of Moldavia, and ex- 
change Sileſia, Anſpach, and Ba- 
reith, with Auſtria, for Gallicia 

and Lodomiria. Sweden, in place 
of Finland, to acquire Pomerania, 
or at leaſt that part of it to the 
weſt of the Oder, with that part 
of Bandenburgh to the weſt of the 
ſame river, and Mecklenburgh; 
the Dukes of Mek lenburgh to be 
indemnified by Wurtzburg, Bam 
berg, and Fulde. The Pruſſian 
dominions in Weſtphalia to be 
given to the Elector of Hanover, 
the King of Denmark, and the 
Duke of Brunſwic, who might 
alſo get Halberſtadt. The Auſ- 
** 5 trian 
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1 
trian Netherlands, with the Print 
cipality of Liege, to be given to | 
the Elector Palatine, | 
Jo conſolidate the general 
harmony, the King of England's 


two eldeſt daughters might be ; 


married to the two Princes of 
Pruſſia; the Great Duke of Ruſ- 
ſia's eldeſt daughter, or the Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth of England, might 
be married to the Prince of Swe- 
den, and the Great Duke's two 
ſons to the Princeſſes Mary and 
Sophia of England. By which 
laſt alliance, both Ruſſia and 
England would be benefited in 
the higheſt degree. As the Im- 
perial family is not ſtrong in 

numbers, 
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numbers, the Empreſs will pro- 
bably wiſh to ſee her two grand 
ſons married early in life ; they 
will find in the Princeſſes Mary 
and Sophia, wives a little older 
than themſelves, which ought to. 
be both for the moral and phyſi- 
cal purpoſes of marriage, where 0 
the huſbands are young; they 
will be of an age and ſtrength of 
conſtitution to give healthy chil- 
dren, which is a circumſtance 
particularly deſirable for ſove- 
reigns, on whoſe actions and 


conduct the happineſs of millions 
depends; for there connot exiſt 
the mens ſana, fine corpore ſano. 


* 
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From 


EW TT 
From the very: admirable educa · 
tion and example theſe Princeſſes 
receive from their illuſtrious, wiſe, 
and virtuous. parents, they bid fair 
to unite to their external graces 
every virtue and accompliſhment,, . 
and by their mutual | friendſhip and 
union, will preſerve that harmony 
fa, deſirable to be maintained be. 
tween the two brothers, their, 
royal conſorts. Their protectien * 
will alſo enſure: to: Ruſſia.a. con- 
courſe. of Britiſh en 
and artiſts, and: will. obtain in 
England every” mid. aſſiſtance * 


country. to. acquire; den Fisch, 
ples of agriculture, medicine, q 
manufactures, and commerce, 


which 


; 

| 

1 

| 
| 
#F 
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which'are't6 ical, 
this indüftriout and® enlightenet 
iſland; att are of ifiriſtety more 
iniportthce ts Rui its preleltt 
infant ſtäte; thin” thik Alon arte 
and ade pot Praties : b/y 
ſtudymg wich, beföre tlie art 
of tlie fftſt neceſſity art brouglit 

to perfection, they,” inte of 
addihg to the ſtrength. and proſ- 
- perity' of” their empire, only lay 
on an dutward 'vdrhiffi'on unſvund ; 
materials, with which, However 
mucli the ſuperficial beholder 

be dazzled, will fall an ealy* f. 
ctifſee to the rude touch of che 
Wen e F 
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Ihe adyagtages te England. 
from q ſtrict alliance with Ruſſia, | 
are ſo numerous and fo eſſential, 
that the) annoy gſeape the flight- 
eſt obſetyatian much leſs can 
they be ſuppoſed to have, cluded 
.the; vigilant exe: of, an clightened 
Adminiſtration. The old pro- 
werb of peace with Spain and war 
with all the world, may With 
much more juſtice be applied to 
Kuſſia, a cguntry which, from its 
natural productions, can ſupply | 
all gur wants, and mill e 
for generations t 1 come, an im- 
menſe ſupply..f from our manufac- 
tyres. In a growing Rate, agri- 
het is ſo much more neceſſary 


* D 2 and 
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and beneficial, that manufactures 
ou ght not to be cheriſhed. It is 
by t the plough and the ſpade that 
population muſt be multiplied, 
and the climate improved by cul- 
 tivation and drainin g. ſo that 
every new ſubject acquired by 
Ruſſia, will be a new conſumer 
gained to our induſtrious mer- 
chant, and! ingenious mechanic. 


. - 


To acquire a true friend, and 


an amiable companion for our 


| charming Princeſſes, I would pro- 
poſe a daughter of the worthy 


Archduke Ferdinand, and his 


Wu rtem- 


highly accompliſhed wife, to be 
en in marriage to the Prince of 
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| Wurtemberg, (the brother of the 

: Great Dutcheſs) who is in the 
3 ' Ruſſian ſervice, with eſtates and 

1 the government of a Province, to 
de given them by the Empreſb; 
and to make the union mote de- 

ftreable for the court of Milan, I 
Z would ſuggeſt; that one of their 
$ 


| Archdukes might be married to 
one of the young Great Dutch- 
eſſes, alſo to be eſtabliſhed in 
Ruſſia, and another of theſe Im- 
perial Princeſſes given to che 
fourth ſon of the Duke of Brunſ- 
wic, who bids fair to emulate the 
"glory of his diſtinguiſhed' ance(- 
tors. Theſe Princes and Prin- 
ceſſes, equal in rank, and en- 


—— 2 — 
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- languinity, would form an aſſem- 
blage of virtue, knowledge, and 
oPeapmphihoents, . to be met with 
in no other court; and by the 
various, ideas they bring from their 
different countries, would tend 

more to the rapid improvement 
of the Ruſſian empire, than any 
other circumſtance that could be 

imagined. They would; alfo form 
4 ſet of truſty friends and able 
adviſers to the young. heir of the 
Auguſt Catharine. For the miſ- 
fortunes of Princes often originate 
in the baſe +Hlattery, and inſidious 
counſel of their intereſted cour- 
= tiers, Who, nike ivy, While it 
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tends to the external decoration, 
preys upon the heart of the oak 


which gives it nouriſhment and 


, . 
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THE END. 
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